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BRIEF and SERIOUS 

WARNING 

To fuch as are concerned in 

Commerce and Trading, 

Who go under the Profeffion of Truth, 
to keep within the Bounds thereof, in 
Righteoufnefs, Juftice and Honefty to- 
wards all Men. 



Written by Ambrose ^ioge, 
in the Year 1678. 

And now re-printed, together with the 
Advices of feveral Yearly-Meetings of 
like Tendency : By Order of the lad 
Yearly-Meeting in London* 
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Printed by Mary Hinde, at N^ 2, in 
George -Tard^ Lombard- Street ^ 1771, 



f I 



ft 



/ . % « . 



i^ 





HF63^7 



s be? 









^7 




^^ 



Meeting for Sufferings, 
the 15th of the Eleventh Month 1771. 

UNDER a forrawful Confideration of the 
Reproach brought on Truth and our 
religious Profejfion, by fome late In/iances of 
Perfons under our Name^ who have (hamefuUy 
deviated from our Principles as well as from 
common Honejly and Jufiice amongfi Men^ in 
failing of paying their juflDebtSy and thereby 
involving them/elves and others in Mifery and 
Ruin, ^e laft Tearly-Meeting in London 
did direSi this Meeting to re-print a Treatife 
of our ancient Friend Ambrose Rigge, long 
fnce deceafedy being a Warning to Friends 
again ft entering too deeply into Trading and 
the spirit of this Worlds together with fuch 
Tearly-Meeting Advices on that Head as might 
he thought proper. 

This Meeting therefore hath feleSfed, and 
added to the faid Treatife, divers earnefi and 
pathetic Advices of feveral of our fearly^ 
Meetings^ againfi a too eager Purfuit of the 
peri/hing Things of this Life^ omitting many 
others of like Import for Brevity* s Sake : But 
fiich as are here retained evidently fhew^ how 
early a Declenfion from the primitive Simpli^ 
city and Uprightnejs of our Ancefiors began to 
prevail among di'Oers in Profe£ion with us; 

and 
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and at the fame Time the con/iant and unre-^ 
mitting Care and Concern that refied on the 
Minds of our faithful Predecefors^ and is 
fiill continued amongfi us^ to warn and adrift 
all Friends againfl Pride^ Ambition and 
Ltuxuryj and Launching out int§ umoarrant^ 
aNe Trade to^^pport them. 
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BRIEF and SERIOUS 

WARNING 

To fuel) w an eoncemed in 
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MANY Days and Months, yea, fonw 
Years, hath my Life been oppreffed, 
and my Spirit grieved, Eo fee and hear 
of the uneven Walking of many, who have a 
Name to live, and profefs the Knowledge of 
God in Words ; yea, and alfo of fome who have 
tafted of the good Word of God, and have 
been made Parcakers of the Power of the World 
to come, and have received the heavenly Gift 
and Grace of God, which teachetb all, who walk 
in it, to deny all Ungodlincfi and IVorUly Lujls^ 
and ta live Jhberly, honeftty and rigblecujly in this 
prefent ff^orld; whofe Faithfulnefs, wirh great 
Reafon, hath been expcfted to God in Things 
of the Kighefl Concern, and to have walked as 
Lights in the World, and in all Faithfulnefi 
both to God and Man, to have Hood as living 
Monuments of the Mercies of the Lord, letting 
their Lights fo Ihine before Men, that they 
might fee their good Works, both in fpiritual 
and temporal Concerns ; and fo might have 
honoured and glorified God in their Day and 
Generation, and have convinced, or confounded, 
lin-fayerS) putting to (ilence the Ignorance of 
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foolifh Men, whereby the worthy Name of the 
Lord, by which [hey have been called, might 
have been renowned through the Earth, and his 
precious Truth and Glory fpread to the Ends of 
It i that many, through the beholding their 
good and exemplary Converfation in Chrill', 
coupled with the holy Fear of God, might have 
defired to lay hold of the Skirt of a Cbrijiian 
indeed, ivbofi Praifi is not of Me/iy but of God. 

Thefc are the Fruits which we have laboured 
and travelled for through many and great Tri- 
bulations, tbat many migbt be turned to Rigbteouf- 
nefiy and tbat tbe Knowledge of tbe Power and 
dory of tbe Lord might cover the Earth, even as 
tbe tVaten do tbe Sea. This was, and is, our 
only End and Defign, which, blelTed be the 
Lord, many are Witneffes of, and eftablifhed 
in, to our abundant Joy and Comfort : But 
there are fome amongft us who have not walked 
humbly with the Lord, as he hath required, 
nor kept in that low Eftate, neither inwardly 
nor outwardly, which becometh fuch who are 
travelling up to Zion, with their Faces thither- 
ward, but have gone from the Rock, which is 
firm and fure, into the great Sea of Troubles and 
Uncertainty^ where fome have been drowned, 
others hardly efcaping, and many yet labouring 
for the Shore, with little Hopes of coming at 
it •, who have not only brought themfelves in 
danger of fuffering Shipwreck, but have drawn 
in others, and have indangered them alfo ; 
which hath opened the Mouths of the Enetnies 
of 5ie«'s Welfare, to blafpheme his great and 
glorious Name, and hath eclipfed the Luftre of 
the glorious Sun of Righteoufnefs both in City 
and in Country : This is a crying Evil, and 
ought not to go unreproved, and that withafa 
fevcM 
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I • fc-vore Countenance, for God is angry with it, 
and will alTjredly pi^nilh it. 

Many hjve got Crec'it upon the Account of 
Truth, bccaufc at tdc Beginning it did, and 
doth ftili lead all who were .ind are faithful to it, 
10 Faiihfuinels and Ttuthcven in the unrighteous 
idanmm, and to let their Yea be Yea, and their 
Nay bo Nay, even between Man and Man in 
outward Tilings ; fo that many would have 
credited one that was called a ^laker wiih much, 
and many I believe, did meerly upon that Ac- 
count, fomc whereof, I doUbt, have juft Caufe 
to repent of it already : But if Truth and 
Righceoufncfs had been lived in by all who 
profefs it, there had been no liich Occafion given ; 
tor they who ftill retain iheir Integrity to the 
Truth and Life of Righteoufnef- manifefted, can 
live with a Cup of Water, and a Morfel of Bread 
in a Cottage, before they can hazard other Mens 
Eftatcs to advance their own ; fuch iire not 
forward to borrow, nor to complain for WdUt, 
for their Eye and Trufl: is to the L.ord their 
Prcfcrver and Upholder, and he hath continued 
the little Meal in the Barrel, and the Oil in the 
Crufe hath not failed to fuch, till God hath fcnt 
further Help j this is certainly known to a Rem- 
nant at this Day, who have coveted »o Man's 
Silver, Gold or Apparel, but have and do labour 
with their Han/is Night and Day, that the Gofpel 
may be without Charge. 

It is fo fur below the Nobility of Chrijliamty^ 
that it is (hort of common Civility and honeft 
Society amongft Men, to twift into Mens 
Eftates, and borrow upon the Truth's Credit, 
gained by the juft and upright Dcillng o\ the 
Faithful, more than ihey certainly know their 
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own Eftates are like to anfwcr ; and with what' 
they borrow reach after great Things in the 
World, appearing to Men to be what in the 
Sight of God and Truth they are not, feeking to 
compafs great Gain to themfelves, whereby to 
make themfelves or Children rich or great in the 
World : This I leftify for the Lord God, is 
Deceit and Hypocrify, and will be blafted with 
the Breath of his Mouth, and we have (een Ic 
blafted already. 

And that Eltate that is got either with the 
rending, or with the Hazard of rending another 
Man's, is neither honeftly got, nor can be bicffed 
in the PofTcfiion ; for he that borrows Money 
of another, if the Money lent be either the 
Lender's proper Eilate, or Part of it, or 
Orphans Money that he is intruded withal, or 
Widows, or fome fuch, who would not let it 
go but upon certain good Security, and to have 
the valuable Confideration of it's Improvement ; 
and the Borrower, though he hath little or 
no real or perfonal Eftatc of his own, but hath 
got fome Credit, either as he is a Profeffor 
ot the Truth or otherwife, and hath, it may 
be, a little Houfe, and a Imall Trade, it majr 
be enough to a low and contented Mind ; but 
then the Enemy gets in, and works in his Mind, 
and he begins to think of an higher Trade, 
and a finer Houfe, and to live more at Eafe 
and Pleafure in the World, and then contrives 
how he may borrow of this and the other, 
and when accomplithed according to his DefirC} 
then he begins to undertake great Things, 
and gets into a fine Houfe, and gathers ricK 
Furni-ure and Goods together, launching prc- 
fcntiy into the (Irong Torrent of a great Trade^ 
and then makes a great Shew beyond what reallff 
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he is, which is DiflioneAy ; and if he accom- 
pliflics his intended Purpofe, to raifc himfclf in 
the World, it is with the Hazard, at leaft, of 
other Men's Ruin, which is unjuft : But if he 
falls fliort of his Expeftation, as commonly 
fuch do, than he doth not only ruin others, but 
himfclf alfo, and brings a great Reproach upon 
the bleffed Truth he profeffeth, which is worfe 
than all ; and this hath already been manitefted 
in a great meafure, and by fad Experience wit- 
neffed. But the honeft upright Heart and Mind 
knows how to want, as well as how to abound, 
having learned Content in all States and Condi- 
tions J a fmall Cottage and a little Trade is 
fufficient to that Mind, and it never wants what 
is fufficient : For be that cloibes the Lilifs, and 
feeds the Ravens, cares for all wba trufi in him, 
as it is at this Day wimefled, Praifes to God on 
high : And that Man hath no Glory in, nor 
M'nd out after, fuperfiuaus or needlefs rich Hang- 
ings, cefily Furniture^ fine Tables, gnat Treats^ 
curious Beds, yeffels of Silver, or Veffils of Cold^ 
the very Poffe^ton of which creates Envy, as 
faith the ancient Cbrt/iian CUment Jlexaiidrinus, 
P^ddg. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. Pag. 160, 161. 

The Way to be rich and happy in this World, 
is firft to learn Righteoufnefs ; for fuch were 
never torfaken in any Age, nor their Seed beg- 
ging Bread. And charge all Parents of Children, 
that they keep their Children low and plain in 
Meat, Drink, Apparel, and every Thing elfe, 
and in due Subjection to all juft and reafonabia 
Commands, and let them not appear above the 
real Eftates of their Parents, nor get up in Pride 
and high Things, though their Parents have 
plentiful Eftaics, for that is of dangerous Confe- 
^uence to [heir futut'e Happinefs : And Jet aU 
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who profefs the Truth, both Young and OM, 
Rich and Poor, lee thax they walk according to 
the Rule and DlLipline of ihf Golpel, in alj 
Godly Cfiwerfdtion and Honefty, that none 
may Cuffer Wrong by ihem in any M-.Cter or 
Thing whatever ; that as the Apoftle exhorted, 
they may owf nothing lo any Man. but to fove'ene 
anolber ; for Love out cf a pure Heart is the ful- 
filling of the Law \ which Law commands fa 
do jujily lo all Men. And he th»t hath bitC 
litile. let him live according lo rhdt I(t[le, and 
appear lo be what in Truth he is ; for abov^ 
all God abhors the Hypocrite ; and he that 
»'■ makes Hafte to be rich hlls into Snares, Tempta- 
tions, and many foolifl^ and hurtful Lufs, which 
drown many in Pcrdicron -, for the Love of Money 
is the Root of all EvUy tzbichf •asbtle fome beeue 
coveted after., tbe'i have erred from lbs Faith., and 
pierced tbemjehc-s through with many Sorrows. 

For preventing this growlrg Evil forthe Time 
to come, let futh by taithtul Friends be exhort- 
cd,who either live without due Car^, fpending 
above what tht-y are able to pay for, or run 
into great Trades, beyond what they can in 
Honefty and Truth manage -, and let them be 
tenderly admoni(hed offuch their Undertaking^^: 
Tiiis will not ol"fi.'nd the lowly upright Mind j 
neither will the Honcft-minded, who through a 
Temptation may be drawn into fuch a Snare 
and -Danger, take any Occafion to ftumble, be- 
caufe his Deeds are brought to Light. And if 
aner mature Deliberation, any are manifefted 
Co be run into any Danger ol falling, or pulling 
others down with them, let them be faithfully 
dealt withil in Time, before Hope of Recovery 
be loft, by honelt faithful Friends, who are 
dear of lucb Things Ehemfdves, and be admo* , 
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fiifiied CO pay what they fcave tiorrowtd foiih- ■ 
fully, and in due Time, aid be content with 
(heir own, and to labour with rfieir own Hands 
at the Thing that is honeft, that they may have 
wherewith to give to him that needeth, knowing 
that il is tmreblepd to give than to rtceive. Ana aa* t 
if they hear, and arc thereby recovered, you Js* 
will not count your Labour loft i but if they 
be high, and reftjfe Admonition, it is a manifcft 
Sign all is not well : Let fuch be admonifhed 
again by more Friends, and warned of the 
Danger before them % and if they ftill refife and 
rejeft Counfel and Admonition, then lay it 
before the Meeting, concerned about Trutm^ 
Affairs, to which they do belong, and if they 
refufe to hear them, then let a Teftimony go 
forth againft fflch thetr Proceedings and Under- 
takings, ^smt being agreeabie to the Tit.v*rH, nor 
the Tejiimotjy of a good Confcieme, neither in the 
Sight of God nor Man : This will be a Terror to 
evil DoCTs df this Kind, and a Praife, Encou- 
ragement and Refrclhment to them who dt> well, 
and nothing will be loft that is worth faving by 
this Care } for he that doch Truth, whether in 
fpiritual or temporal Matters, will willingly 
bring his D-eds to Light, that they may bc 
manifeftcd to all, that they are wrought in 
God. 

Thcfe Things lay weightily upon me, and ! 
may truly fay, in the Sight of God, / writ tbem 
in a great Crofs to my own fVill, for I delight 
not, nay, my Soul is bowed down at the Occa- 
fion ot writing fuch Things ; but there is no 
Remedy, the Name of the Lord has been, and 
is likely to be greatly diflionoured, if Things 
of this Nature be not flopped, or prevented for 
Time to come ; Therefore 1 bcfcech you all. 
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who have the Weight and Senfc of thefe Things . 
upon you, let fome fpeedy and eSeftual Conrle 
be taken to prevent whjt poflibly we may, both 
in this and all other Things, that may any 
way cloud the Glory of that Sun which is rifen 
amongft us. And make chis puolick, and fend 
it Abroad to be read in true Fear and Reverence, 
and let all concerned be faithfully and plainly 
warned, without Refpcft of Perfons, by faithful 
Friends, who have a Concern for God's Glory, 
and his Churches Peace and Profperity upon 
them ; So will the Majcfty and Glory of God 
ihine upon your Heads, and you ihali be a 
good Savour of Life, both in them that are 
laved, and in them that are loft. 

Written by one "wba longs to fee R^gbleoufiteji 
exalted, and all Deceit een/ounded, 



%VS:S'SZSSi AMBROSE RIGGE. 
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EXTRACTS 



FROM THE 



Yearly- Meeting-Epittles, 



and Minutes. 



DVISED, that none Trade beyond their 
" Abilities, nor ftrctch beyond their Com- 
pafs ; and that they ufe few Words in Dealing, 
and keep their Words in all Things, left they 
bring, through their Forwardnefs, Difhonour 
CO the precious Truth of God. 
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1688. 

Dear Friends, as it hath pleafed God to 
bring forth a Day of Liberty and Freedom to 
ferve him, in which he hath ftopt the Mouths 
of the Dcvourers, in a great meafure, for his 
Name's Sake ; O ! therefore let every one have a 
Care fo to ufe this Liberty, as the Name of God 
may be honoured by it ; and not ari Occafion 
taken by any, becaufe"^ of the prefent Freedom, 
to launch forth into Trading and Worldly 
Bufinefs beyond what they can manage honour- 
ably, and with Reputation, among the Sons pf 
Men, and fo that they may keep their Word 
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with all Men, and that their Yea may prove 
Yea, and their Nay may be Nay indeed ; for 
whatever is otherwiie comcth ot the evil One. 
Andiiicb wlMmakf thet»l«Ive» gvilty by ihps 
dlfhonfuring God, and ij»e holy Prfef^n of ^is 
Name and Truth, fuch are for Judgment by the 
Truth i and the Judgment oi Truth ought to 
be fe: over them i that the Truth, and thofe 
that abide and walk in it, may be clear of fhcir 
Ini()uiliiqs. 

169a. 
It is advifed and Hroedly defired, that the 
Payment of juft Debts be not delayed by any 
prolcfling Truth beyond the Time promifed 
and agrted upon ; nor Occafion given of Com-> 
piaint to thofe they deal with, by their Back- 
wardnefs of Payment where no Time is limited i 
nor any to overcharge themfelves with too much 
Trading and Commerce, beyond their Capa- 
cities to difcharge a good Confcience towards $,\l 
Men : And that all Friends concerned, be very 
careful not to contrad extravagant Debts, to 
the endangering the wronging others and their 
Families, which fome have done to the grieving 
the Hearts of the Upright j nor to break their 
Promifes, Contrafts, or Agreements, in their 
Buying and Selling, or in any other lawful 
Attairs, to the injuring themfelves and others, 
occafioning Strife, Contention, and Reproach to 
Truth and Friends. And it is advifed that all 
Friends that are entering into Trade, or that are 
in Trade, and have not Stocks fufficient of their 
own [o anfwcr the Trade they aim at, be very 
cautious of running themfelves into Debt, with- 
out advifing with fome of their ancient and 
experienced Friends among whom they live ; 
:ind more efpecially fuch Trading as hath its 
Depeadancs upon Sea Adventutts. 
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Whereas in this Time of general Eafe and 
Liberty, too many under our Profclfion have 
launched forth into the Things of this World, 
beyond their Subftance and Capacities, to dif- 
charge a good Confcience in the Performance of 
their Proraifes and Contrads, as well as their 
juft Debts, to tlie great Scandal of our holy 
Profeflion, and involving of themfelves, tiicir 
Families and others, in great Sorrow and Incon- 
veniences : It is therefore our earned: Defire, 
that all Friends every where be very carcfill to 
avoid all inordinate Purfuic after the Things of 
this World, by fuch Ways and Means as depend 
too much upon the uncertain Probabilities of 
hazardous Encerprizes ; but rather labour to 
content themfelves with fuch a plain Way and 
Manner of living, as is moft agreeable to the 
, ieJf-denying Principle of Truth which we profefs, 
and which is moft conducive to that Tranquility 
pf Mind that is requifite to a religious Conduct 
ough this troublefome World. 
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Dear Friends, it hath long been the great 
Concern of this Meeting, that all Friends care- 
fully walk in the Divine Light ; that they may 
be preferved from the two Extremes of Cavct- 
oufnefa on the one Hand, and Extravagancy on 
the other ; the latter of which, has been the 
Occafion of the Failings ol fome among us, in 
the Non-payment of their juft Debts j by which 
great Reproach hath too often been brought 
upon our holy Profelfion, Wheretore we carn- 
cftly dcfire all Friends to be very careful not 
to run into larger Trading and B*ACv».t"A ^^-isv 
their Capacities and Ab\V\ue.^ c^.^ 'vtW ■i.'t^'^'*^^ ' 
IJind that they frequen^v "m^^t&. \V.i^^ '^^J.^^^;. 
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. ftances, and do not live at an Expence be- 
yond them. And if, thro' adverfe Accidents, 
any fliould fail in paying their juft Debt), 
and Hiould, after his, or her Compofuion, with 
his, or her Creditors, be fo far blefled and 
profper'd in their Affairs, as to be capable ot 
paying their Deficiences ; it is the earned DeHre 
and Advice of this Meeting, that they do not 
omit thtf fame, it being agreeable to the Com- 
mand of the Gofpel, and common Juftice among 
Men. ' 

Let your Light fo Jhine before Men, that tbey 
may fee your good ^orks, ana glorify jeur Father 
wbicb ii in Heaven. Let us walk wiftly towards 
thoTe that are without, as well as thofe within. 
Let our Moderation, and Prudence, as well as 
Truth and Juftice, appear unto all Men, and 
in all Things; in Trading and Commerce, 
in Speech and Communication, in Eating and 
Drinking, in Habit and Furniture ; and, thro' 
all in a meek, lowly, quiet Spirit j that as we 
profefs to be a fpi ritual I y- minded People, we 
may appear to be fuch, as being bounded by the 
Crofs of Chrift, fliew forth the Power of that 
Divine Principle we make Profcflion of, by a 
Converfation every Way ^reeable thereunto. 

We find it our Duty to remind our refpcdtive 
Members of the remarkable Uprightnefs and 
Honefty of our Friends in the Beginning, \m 
their Commerce and Converfe. How exaft 
were thty-in performing their Words, and Pro- 
miles, without evafive Excufes, and infincere 
Dealings! How careful not to involve themfclves 
in Bufinefs which they underftood not, nor had 
"^jDck of their own to manage ! How circumfpcdt 
» » , not 
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^Ot to contraft greater Debts than they wereT 
able to pay in due Time ! Which broughc great 
Credit and Reputation to our religious Society, 
But with Sorrow we obferve, that, contrary to 
their Example and the repeated Advices former- 
Jy given by this Meeting, particularly in the 
Years 1729 & 1731, againft an inordinate Pur- 
fuit after Riches, too many have launched into 
Trades and Bufinefs above their Stocks and 
Capacities ; by which unjuftifiable Proceedings 
and high living, they hjve involved themfelves 
and Families in Trouble and Ruin, and brought 
conliderable Lofs upon others, to the great 
Reproach of our holy Profcllion. 

Again, dear Friends, we efteem it our Duty 
to renew our former Advices, that Friends 
every where take diligent Care to prevent, as 
much as poflibic, Perfons profefling with us 
defrauding their Creditors of their jiift Dues, to 
the great Scandal and Reproach of our holy 
Profeflion, by timely admonilhing and caution- 
ing all tbole of our Society, who, by Delays 
in Payment, and breaking their Words and 
Proroifes, give reafonable Caufe of Sufpicion 
that their Circumftances aredefperate ; advifing 
all fuch to infpeift their Accounts, and give up 
their Effects in Time, in order to make the beft 
they can to their Creditors, which will moft 
conduce to their own Peace, and the Credit and 
Reputation of our Chrijlian Society. But if any, 
through Ambidon, or Defire of Grandeur in 
the World, (hall reduce themfelves to Infolvcn- 
cy, after having been thus plainly cautioned, 
and dealt with according to the Nature of the 
Offence, and purfuant to the Advices of this 
"'ceiing in the Years 1728 & '732, to which 
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we refer you, then the Society will juftly ba 
tlear ot Rfproach arifing from the Mifconduft 
of Inch. A Care of this Nature we carneftly rc» 
commeBcl, not only to Monthly and Quarterly- 
Meetings, but alfo that Friends, in their private 
Capacity, watch over, advife, and caution one 
another, whenever rhey obferve any real Occa- 
fion for it. 

Dear Friends, it is with much Sorrow an^_ 
Grief ot Heart, we have ftill Occafion to remind" 
yovi of the Advices fo lately delivered in our 
Ycarly-Epiftles, nsnicly, to keep out of the 
extravagant Falhions and Cuftoms of the World, 
and not to launch farther into Trade and Bufi- 
ticfs, than you are capable of managing and 
carrying on with Reputation and Credit among 
Men, and without Prejudice, Lofs or Detriment 
to any. We are fully perfwaded, that if Friends 
every where had a due Refpei5l and Regard to 
this one Prt-rrpt of Chrifl:, viz. Seekye jirft ibe 
Kingdom ef God and his Righteeufnefs : which i^ 
the indifpenfible Duty of all his Followers to 
obferve, we fliould have little or no Occafion for 
the Repetition of fuch Advices : Lee therefore, 
we earnelfly befeech you, that Precept of our 
blcfitd Lord and Mafter and holy Hpad be d^ly 
confidered and put in Praftice ; that by order- 
ing our Converfacions agreeable to our Profcf- 
fiun, we may flieiv forth the Praife of him whq 
hath called us ; fo (halt we witnefs the Promife 
to be fulfilled, Them thai honour me, faith the 
Lordj / will honour, 

'754, 

We befeech you. Brethren, ftand upon youc 
Guard againft the Love of this World, and the 
Dccciifulncls of Riches i the Nature of whicf^ 
is 10 choak the good Ssed, and to render Men 
^■"*' -, unfruitfuK; 
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unfruitful. An eagar Purfuit after the Grandeur 
pf this World, is a certain Token of Earthly- 
jnindednefs j and thofe who mind earthly Things, 
^rc reprefented by the Apoftle Pauh as Emmies 
Ef the Crofs of Cbrifl. The beloved Difciple of 
iBur Lord alfo exprefly alTures us, thu 1/ asyijo 
TMati love the IVond, the Love of the Father is ''* 
Iw/istim. A Rcfolution to be rich, hath de- 
|#royed many. Ibe-j that will be rich, faith the 
rApoftle, /a// into Temptation, and a Snare, and^'^^ 
j^into many foolijh and hurtful "Lujls, which drown 
I Men in DeJlruEiion and Perdition : For the Love 
I ^ Money is the Root of all Evil > which while fomt J 
I iave coveted after, they have erred from the Failb^' I 
[ ftnd pierced tbemfelves through with many Sorrows* m 
kThis hath been verified in the ruinous Confe- 
Iquences of an earthly ambitious Spiiit, pufhing 
Men forward in the Purfuit of Greatnefs, upon- 
hazardous Attempts, which have too otten iffued 
in the Fall and Ruin of themfelves and Families, 
the Reproach of the Society, and great Lofe to 
others. Some of whom probably, have placed 
I the more Confidence in them for the Sake of 
I their Profellion of Self-denial, which, had they 
I really praftifed, would have prevented the fatal 
' Effefts of their covetous and ambitious Under- 
I takings. Wherefore we intreat Friends, in their 
' Monthly-Meetings every where, to be properly 
' watchful one over another, and early to caution 
all againfl running beyond their Depth, and 
entangling themfelves in a greater Multiplicity 
of Trade and Bufinefs than they can extricate 
themfelves from with Honour and Reputaiiooi 
And where any (hall proceed in Oppoficion to? 
fuch Advice and Counfel of their Brethren, lee^ 
fhem in due Time be dealt with according ta<, 
former Advices of this Meeting. 
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■ This Meeting being forrowfully affeifled witS 
the ConfiJeration of a great Defeftion in fome 
among us from the Pradtice of Juftice and 
Morality, divers of whom, from Negligence, 
Inattention, or ill grounded Hopes, and others 
Jrom Motives of Ambition, and an eager Purfuit 
after the World, have launched out of their 
Depth, and enter'd into various Schemes and 
Eranches of Commerce, beyond their Abilities 
to manage ; and fome of them into fcandalous 
Praftices, to uphold a temporary Credit, greatly 
to [he Reproach of our Society, and in open 
Contradiftion to that Principle of univerfal 
Rightcournefs we profefs ; which taught our 
Anceftors fuch Condu(5l, as to extort a Confef- 
fion from our Enemies, that, refpefting many 
of them, they could not Bnd any OccalionLjl 
unlefs concerning the Law of their God. ^M 

And it is the Senfc and Judgment of this 
Meeting, that if any fall fhort of paying their 
jull Debts, and a Compofition is made with their 
Creditors, to accept of a Part, inftead of the 
Whole, notwtth (landing the Parties may look 
upon ihemfelves legally difcharged of any Obli- 
gation to pay the Remainder, yet the Principle 
we profefs enjoins full Satisfaftion to be made, if 
ever the Debtors are of Ability. And in ordtr 
that fuch may the better retrieve their Circum- 
ftances, we exhort them to Tubmit to a Manner 
of living in every Refpeft the moft conducive to 
this Purpofe, and correfpondent to the State 
they are reduced to : It being exceedingly 
difhonourable for any to live in Oftencation and 
Greatnefs at the Expence of others i which U 
certainly the Cafe, where any Part of the Debts, 
iiue by the Law of Equity and ftrift Juftice, 

^ remains — 
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remains unpaid. And thac Friends, in tl 
Monthly- Meetings be cautious how they admit 
fuch, whofe Debts arc unfatisfied, into full 
Unity, or receive their Collc&ions, which cannot 
|>roperly be deemed of their own. 

1767. 
Dear Friends, we find ic necefiary to remind 
you, that our worthy Anceftors, having their 
Eye direfted towards an enduring Inheritance, 
and their Affedions eftablilhcd upon Things 
above, fought not after Greatnefs in this World, 
but paffed the Time of their fojourning here in 
Fear and in great Simplicity of Heart, as well 
as of outward Demeanour, endeavouring thereby 
to reach the Divine Witnefs in every Mind, and 
promote the Love of Truth and Righteoufne& 
amongfl Mankind. In Minds thus bent upon 
feeking a more glorious Inheritance than Tem- 
porals can aSbrd, the Love of this World had 
little Influence. They were fhining Examplas 
of Temperance, Juftice and Truth. A De- 
letion from this Simplicity of Heart, and Hea- 
ven I y-mindednels, into the Love and Purfuitof 
this fading World, hath obvjouOy prevailed with 
too many amongft us, and produced the Fruits 
of Pride and Ambition : Thefe have brought 
in many Wants, which the Simplicity and Inte- 
grity of our Anceftors preferved them from. 
To fatisfy thefe Wanu, divers have been excited 
to enter into a larger Extcnfion of Trade and 
Commerce, than they had Scock and Ability to 
conduct. Vain Ambition, and evil Emulation 
have led into higher Living, and greater Ex- 
pcnces than their Income would admit. Reduced 
by thefe Means in their Circ urn (lances, yet 
unwilling lo lefTcn their Appearance in the 
■Id, ihey have made U(e of indirect Metlio«Js*. 
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jKJcure a temporary Support, Which have 
ended in Failures and Bankruptcies, unknown 
among us in the Days of our temperate, and 
lowly-minded Prcdeccfibra. 

This lamentable Defeftion in fome under our 
Name, hath occafiond great Reproach, and 
grievous Suffering in the Properties of many, 
almoft to the Ruin of Particulars, who placed 
more Confidence in ihofe on Account of the 
Self-dcijying Profeffion they made to the World. 

Thefe Caufes of Affliftion have been lately 
renejved, notwithftanding the many repeated 
Advices, and Brotherly Exhortations, which 
have been heretofore affeilionattfly commurtl- 
cated. We therefore earneftty befcech, and 
intreat, that a godly Care may more and mofe 
fpread amongft us, early and tenderly to watch 
over fuch as may appear to be in Danger of 
Mifcarriage in their temporal Concerns ; admo- 
nilbing the High-minded (rf the Danger of a 
Fall, and ufing every Endeavour to prevent thcfe 
fcandalous, and pernicious Occalions of Sorrow 
and Suffering : And where they break out, that 
Monthly-Meetings fail not to clear our holy 
Profeffion of the Reproach caft upon it, by 
publickly teftifying againft fuch, from whore 
iniquitous Condaftthe Offence comes. 



I 

r6ns 



1771. 
Notwithftanding the many weighty Cautit 
and wholfome Advices given forth againft all 
injurious and difreputable Conduifl jn Trade and 
Bufinefs, divers Inftances of fcandalous Failures 
have of late appeared amongft fome in Profeffion 
with us ; the Confidcration of which, hath 
brought a frefh Concern upon the Minds of 
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Friends^ toii^rn all ag^nft a mofl: peroiciout 
Ftaftice, : too much prevailing amongft the 
Tradifl^ Part of Mankind^ which hath often 
.iflued in the uttj^ Ruin of thofe concerned 
therein, viz. ThatlKF railing and circulating a 
fiAitious Kind of Paper Credit, with Indorfe- 
.xnents and Acceptances^ to give it an Appear* 
; ance of. Value withput an intrinfic Reality : A 
Praftice .highly unbecoming that Uprightnefe 
which ought to /appear in every Membtr of ^ 
cur religious Society, and of which therefore we 
think it pur incumbent Duty, to declare our 
Difappirobation, and Difunrty therewith, as 
abfolutely inconfiftent with that Truth we make 
Profeflion of. We are alfo engaged to caution 
tvery Individual, againfl: imprudently entering 
into joint Securities with others. For by thefc 
Prafticcs, many innocent Wives and Children 
have 'been; inevitably and unexptjdedly involved 
*5h ruinous' and deplorable Circumftances. We 
therefore earneftly.dcfire Friends to keep ftriftly 
on their Guard, that none, through any fpecious 
Pretences of rendering Afts of Fricndfliip to 
others with Safety to themfelvcs, may rifque 
their own Peace and Reputation, and the Secu- 
rity of their Families. In Order hereunto, we 
recommend thisfalutary Advice of thewife Man 
to their efpecial Notice, and Regard. Be net 
thou one of them that ftrike Hands^ or of them that 
are Sureties for Debts. If thou baft nothing to pay^ 
why Jhould be take away thy Bed from under 
thee ? 

To the foregoing weighty Advices of the 
Yearly-Meeting we would add the following 
Caution. That Young People of little or no 
CapitaJ of their own, beware of being anxious 
to get fpeedily into Bufinefs for tlica\fe\?i^^ '^ 
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Mafters ; but rather content themfdVcs with the 
Condition of Servants, until by their Induftry 
and Pains they have added fomething to their 
Stock, and attained a fufHcient Degree Of Know- 
ledge and Experience to manage a Trade with 
Safety. By this means they will be accuftomed 
to Frugality and Oeconomy, and a good Found- 
ation will be laid for their condut^ing themfelves 
properly in a higher Station, if Providence 
ihould fee meet for them to fill it. 

We are your Friends and Brethren* 



Signed is and on Behalf of the Meeting for 
Sufferings, 

By William Wefton, 

Clerk of the Meeting, 
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